TOWN OF WAYNESVILLE
BOARD OF ALDERMEN
POLICY ON COMMENTS AT PUBLIC HEARINGS

1. Public Hearings scheduled for the Board meetings shall be conducted by the Town Attorney.
Prior to opening any public hearing, the Town Attorney shall advise those in attendance of the
rules to be followed.

2. The Town Attorney shall first call upon the appellant or the designated representative either
of which shall be allowed a combined maximum time of ten minutes to explain the request and
provide whatever information they feel is needed for consideration by the Town Board.

3. The Town Attorney may call upon Staff members to provide any information related to the
matter at hand.

4. The customary amount of time set aside for public comment during a public hearing shall be
thirty minutes. The Town Attorney shall note that the public hearing is the time for speakers to
express their opinions about the issue under discussion, not a time to ask questions of the Mayor
and Town Board or staff members. The Town Attorney will recognize those wishing to speak on
the particular issue, and the individuals who are recognized will come to the podium and give
their name and address. They will then be allowed three minutes in which to present comments,
and the Town Attorney will keep the time for that period. A person may only speak once during
the period allotted for all comments on the issue.

5. In an attempt to give balance to discussion on a particular issue, the Town Attorney shall
alternate speakers between someone wishing to support a request and then someone who is
opposed to the request.

6. At the conclusion of the thirty minute period, the Town Attorney shall close the public
hearing and turn the meeting back over to the Mayor.

7. The Board may vote to allow additional comment beyond the thirty minute period, and it may
allow a person to speak a second time during the period if time remains after all others have
spoken.



